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how to hire guide .  A S K  A N  E X P E R T

Questions to Ask Before  
Hiring a Landscape Designer

B Y  T I M  J O H N S O N , 
F O U N D E R  A N D  

P R E S I D E N T  O F  L I V I T

F
or our 2020 Spring/Summer Resource 
Guide we asked experts in their fields 
about trends they are seeing and offer 

some advice on how to hire. For the Landscap-
ing and Outdoor Living section, Tim Johnson 
of LIVIT Site + Structure offered these ideas: 

Q: What landscaping and outdoor living trends 
are you seeing? 

The move to have more outdoor living spac-
es has been a focus for a while now. Recently 
more families are finding that their family 

commitments keep them too busy to go to 
their cabin or traveling as much as they’d 
like. Clients want to create spaces for escape, 
entertaining, and sports within reach of their 
back door. With this push, we have seen more 
clients who are willing to take their outdoor 
living to another level. Yes, pools and hot tubs 
have been a favorite request for their spaces; 
now, we also see lifestyle structures come into 
play more. These include more creative per-
gola options, lifestyle buildings such as pool 
houses, porches and covered spaces. Sport-
ing spaces such as volleyball and bocce ball 
courts have become popular for families who 
want more than to relax. Outdoor bars and 
kitchens have been a big request recently too. 

The quality and options of the appliance lines 
available now allow for great custom options 
and have taken these spaces to a new stan-
dard.

Q: How does a home’s architecture influence 
the landscapes you design? 

This is a critical piece of the design inspi-
ration. Any designer worth their salt will uti-
lize the architecture of the home or structure 
as the main driver for design and planning. 
When creating  my design program, I am 
always paying close attention to the design 
theme of the home; every detail will have a re-
lationship to the home they are compliment-
ing. When I keep this principle in mind, the
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house and the outdoor design will look like 
they were planned together.

Q: What should Spaces readers look for in a 
landscape designer?  

You want to find someone that you are com-
fortable with that also has the same passion 
and drive you have for your project. Look for 
someone who has both the educational back-
ground and a good amount of industry expe-
rience. This individual can use past experi-
ences to help you through your process more 
successfully. Find someone who is organized 
and has a successful process. Look for some-
one who has similar qualities and meshes 
with your personality as you will be working 
together for some time on your home. Make 
sure you choose someone who will know how 
to build the projects they may design for you. 
Being able to execute a plan and understand-
ing the production details that go into a proj-
ect ensures the viability of design, appropri-
ate budgetary parameters, and longevity of 
the finished product. 

Q: What questions should readers ask when 
choosing a landscape designer? 

First of all, look at their portfolio, ask for ref-
erences, and ensure that you are confident in 
their ability to both design and execute your 
project. Ask them about their process (this is 

key) and timelines for design and implemen-
tation. Get personal! Ask them about their ex-
periences, credentials, awards, and education 
in the industry. Ask them about why they like 
what they are doing. And finally, ask them to 
tell you why they are different from others in 
the industry. 

Q: What are some things readers can do to 
“upgrade” their yards without blowing their 
budgets?

Like any good design, the magic is in the 
finishing details. Here are some quick tips to 
spruce up your outdoor space on the quick: 

• Mulch your gardens. Mulch brings a fin-
ishing touch to any simple landscape. While it 
should be replaced every other year at a mini-
mum, it can be relatively inexpensive. Also, 
mulch comes in a variety of colors, so make 
sure to pick one that compliments your home 
and landscape. 

• Add annuals or seasonal shades to your 

landscape for a quick impact. Annuals bring 
pops of beautiful colors that complement pe-
rennials and other plantings. Using contain-
ers that are properly placed on your hard-
scapes or in your gardens make it quick and 
easy to impact the aesthetic. 

• If your porch or patio is looking a little 
drab, consider adding an outdoor area rug to 
bring a finished look to the space. 

• Purchase new cushions for your outdoor 
furniture. Doing this, combined with the rug 
idea can put a “designer” spin on your out-
door space.

Q: What’s new in terms of technology in land-
scaping?

As most people are “upping” the livability 
factors in their outdoors, items like outdoor 
TVs and sound systems that enhance the 
ambiance are popular. Controlling outdoor 
elements from your personal devices has be-
come increasingly popular as well. Some irri-
gation controllers allow you to manage your 
system from your phone. The same goes for 
lighting, outdoor pools and spas. Everything 
can be managed with the touch of a button 
even when you are away on vacation. 

Tim Johnson is founder and president of  
LIVIT Site + Structure. Find more at  
livitsitestructure.com
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