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Gold Vision Award:  
Small Space Savvy
LIVIT Site + Structure

This profile highlights a 2025 MNLA Vision Award Winner. 
Learn more about our new Vision Awards program at www.mnla.biz/visionawards.

Our clients loved living on Medicine Lake but wanted to vastly 
upgrade their home. They purchased the small lot next door, 
which was overrun by unkept landscaping and weeds. The house 
on the lot was equally as dilapidated. So they started over with 
the small lot…but a lot of big plans. Our job was to provide our 
clients with their extensive laundry list of needs and wants on a 
postage stamp-sized lot, keeping the neighbors happy through 
lengthy construction and making the land and the shoreline 
better than before. 

Working closely with the architect, we mapped out the footprint 
of the home, outdoor spaces, and a sweeping and functional 
driveway. These spaces had to consider the limited hardscape 
percentage allowed by the City Zoning Commission and 

lakeshore setbacks. One of the first things we needed to work 
with the City on was rebuilding the front street, which pushed 
too far into their property. This also affected the neighbor’s 
driveway, which we rebuilt, too. 

We worked on privacy issues at the busy intersection outside the 
home and with neighbors by planting several large street-facing 
trees to mitigate noise and vehicle fumes. We worked closely 
with the neighbors to get their buy-in for the boulder retaining 
walls and the robust steps on the side of the home, giving access 
to the lake. This was key for the clients as they are very active 
and want to easily transport things to the lakeside. We had to 
build the neighbors a new retaining wall and lake access stairs to 
accommodate the new home’s foundation footprint. 
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Permeable colored pavers were used for the 
driveway, lakeside patio, and hot tub area to 
absorb water and prevent it from running off 
the hardscape. This sweeping driveway has 
ample space for many cars for guests, making 
it easy to pull in and turn around. It is tightly 
bordered by landscape to assist with privacy 
and noise concerns and is extremely attractive. 

On the lakeside, we managed to create space 
for a patio with a fire table, an elevated hot tub, 
and a water feature designed by the architect. 
These are things they had at their previous 
home, and they wanted them to be present in 
their new yard. The landscaping around the 
space is designed specifically not to impede lake 
views, and while we removed a few untreated 
ash trees that were diseased, we planted both 
columnar oak trees and arborvitae at the lot 
lines, offering the privacy that is so important 
to them. 

Michael, Lupe, Elmer, Brian, Andrea, Jose, Raul, and Henry.  
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The lake shore was in rough shape, and the rebuild included 
many conversations with the watershed district and the DNR. 
We installed erosion protection behind our shoreline scope 
and shoreline area once our proper excavation and rebuild took 
place. We took extra measures by installing a floating silt curtain 
while the shoreline was being built. Due to limited construction 
access, we moved in to make the shoreline scope right after the 
prior home was removed and before starting the new house. 
This allowed us to work quickly with no restrictions to complete 
this work safely and promptly to minimize erosion concerns. We 
picked our construction dates based on a week of good weather 
so there were no storms for erosion purposes. Now, the lakeshore 
is easily and safely accessed, as is the dock for on-lake excursions. 

Through careful planning and execution with the architectural 
and construction team, we were able to give our clients every 
detail they wanted for their home in a very tight space—no 
small feat! 

“

“

“

“Here’s What the Judges 
Had to Say

This is a clean and excellently 
designed and built space. It is a great 
example of how permeable paving 
can be used to address stormwater 
runoff while maintaining the design 
aesthetic of the project. Utilizing 
permeable pavers on a large scale 
for a small lot to reduce run-off is a 
model for promoting sustainability.
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